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“…from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which               
are able to make thee wise unto salvation…” 

(2 Tim. 3:15) 
 

Assertive Leadership 
{Nehemiah 5:6,7} 
 
The fellowship and unity of God’s people must be protected, because without it we can’t 
achieve much for the Lord. So when we see the first signs of sin we must do all that we can to 
remove it as quickly as possible. Because when Christian fellowship is damaged, morale gets 
low; discouragement sets in; and we will implode and eventually fade away. Nehemiah was 
apparently aware of this as well so when he encountered the sin of greed he quickly jumped 
into action. It is the faithful leader that is willing to be assertive and stand against sin no 
matter what it may personally cost you. Because what we ignore, we empower. 
 
v.1) “And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews.” 
 This problem happened when they were rebuilding the walls around Jerusalem. 
 This is an especially bad problem because it was internal and it could potentially slow 

down their progress. {Num. 12:1,9,10,15} 
 
v.2-4) “For there were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we take up corn 
for them, that we may eat, and live.  (*)Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, 
vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth.  (*)There were also that said, We 
have borrowed money for the king's tribute, and that upon our lands and vineyards. 
 The scripture record three reasons why the people began to borrow from the poor:  

large families, a famine, and taxes. 
 The rich began to take advantage of the poor. {Jas. 2:6; Neh. 5:11} 

 
v.6) “And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words.” 
 This news did not go over well with Nehemiah to the point that he became “very 

angry.” 



 Anger is sinful only when it has its roots in selfishness and pride. But when we are angry 
at sin not only does God approve of this but we are more careful not to step into sin 
while we’re angry. {Ex. 32:19; Jn. 2:15,16; Mk. 11:15-17} 

 Apathy towards evil is another way of promoting evil.  
 
v.7) “Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye 
exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against them.” 
 Nehemiah “consulted himself” before he said a word to anyone. He was trying to be 

deliberate and careful not to let his passions get out of control. 
 One of the indications of the Holy Spirit guiding us is self-control. {Gal. 5:23} 
 Nehemiah shows us that an effective leader for the Lord is not impartial in rebuking sin. 

It’s easy to be assertive with common people and have a velvet tongue with dignitaries. 
 Another thing he does is call that he calls sin, sin. This indicates a type of courage that is 

required to effectively serve the Lord. 
 He also call a “great assembly against them.” This means that their public sin was being 

rebuked publicly. {Gal. 2:11} 
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